Introduction: The posterior thoracic wall, an area drained by the azygos venous system, is a common site for surgical intervention. Since the venous part of the cardiovascular system is subject to most common variation, abnormalities in the azygos venous system are often reported.
Introduction
The azygos system includes those veins, which are straight in course and not accompanied with the corresponding arteries. The azygos system drains blood from the back and from the thoracic and abdominal walls. Normally, the azygos vein on right side receives all the posterior intercostals veins except the first vein. 
Case presentation
During the routine dissection classes for medical students, we observed a variation in the azygos venous system in a 65 years old south Indian male cadaver. It was found that there was no complete accessory hemiazygos vein in the azygos venous system because of its absence, the left posterior intercostal veins ( ) drained into the azygos vein [5] [6] [7] .
It is very important to identify the variations of the azygos system especially in the computed tomography and magnetic resonance imaging of mediastinum. The abnormal azygos venous system may easily be confused with aneurysm, lymphadenopathy and other abnormalities like tumor [3, 8, 9] . It is important to keep these kinds of variations in mind while performing the mediastinal operations or surgery of large vessels. th and 6 th posterior intercostal veins into azygos veins. We can also see underdeveloped Hemiazygos vein in the picture
